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TWO KINGS OF OPERA


During the romantic period in music (1820 – 1900), composers wrote works that were emotionally intense, self-expressive, flamboyant, romantic and rich with great ranges of tone color, dynamics, pitch and colorful harmony.  The musical forms used were similar to the classical era such as: symphonies, sonatas, string quartets, concertos, choral works and operas. “Two great kings of opera” were Guiseppe Verdi and Giacomme Puccini. There are many similarities as well as differences between these two composer’s style of music.


One of the similarities between Guiseppe Verdi (1813 – 1901) and Giacomme Puccini (1858 – 1924) is that they both were born in Italy and studied music in Milan. Also they both had success with their first operas which helped support them financially and open the doors of opportunity for their future operas. Their style of music was similar in the way that they both composed for the mass public entertaining their audiences with passionate, dramatic and expressive musical and topic lines. Also, their works displayed great musical continuity with less differences between the aria and the recitative. Lastly, both Verdi and Puccini achieved great wealth and success from their operas, writing up until their latter years of life.


However, there were some differences between these artists. First of all, Verde was born in a tiny village in Italy, and received his musical education through the support of a wealthy patron. Puccini came from a long line of composers and church organists. In addition, although they both wrote passionate and dramatic operas, Verdi used expressive vocal melody that involved duets, trios, quartets and the chorus. On the other hand, Puccini used short memorable melodic phrases with many fluctuations of tempo that reflected the changes of mood and drama. Lastly, Verdi was an ardent nationalist who often wrote operas about his own country, such as Nabucco, which symbolized Italian independence. In contrast, Puccini’s operas often featured exoticism such as in Madame Butterfly (set in Japan), and in Turandot (set in China). In addition, Puccini would use melodic and rhythmic elements within these operas that were derived from the countries that the opera was set in.


Regardless of the differences and similarities between these unique composers, both Guiseppe Verdi and Giacomme Puccini made great musical contributions during the romantic period, and will be remembered by many as “two kings of the opera”.

